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Topic: Rebranding Tamsui to Strangers

“One must picture everything in the world as an enigma, and live in the world as if in a vast museum of
strangeness.”

— Giorgio de Chirico

Welcome to the coming Global Design Initiative Workshop in Taipei!

This year, we continue to explore the theme of “strangeness,” relocating it to the old riverside town
of Tamsui in New Taipei City — a perplexing site that the French philosopher Michel Foucault might
have described as a “heterotopia.”

Through this setting, we aim to extend our previous trinity framework of place, identity, and object
into a more dynamic and enigmatic real-world context for experimentation and reflection.

Tamsui, a small coastal district on the western edge of Taipei, conceals within its narrow streets the
genetic code of the city’s origins. It compresses centuries of Taiwanese history into a living cultural
anatomy, where layers of material traces — colonial architecture, missionary legacies, riverside
markets, and everyday objects — coexist vividly in the present.

The town carries an unmistakable sense of both the old and the foreign, yet it is also what we might call
an “archaeology of now” — a place where culture confusion in Taiwan first took root, waiting to be

rediscovered through your own interpretations and expressions.

Background

This project is an experiment about “strangeness” and the perception of space (urban/rural) from
specific cultural and personal perspectives.

It explores how cultural and historical identities are expressed through social practices in space, and
how such analysis can become a resource for design.

You will observe, discuss your impressions, analyze, reflect, and synthesize your findings.

The project provides an opportunity to investigate the strong coherence between PLACE, ROLE /
IDENTITY, and OBJECT, while engaging with international peers from the Global Design

Initiative to jointly explore notions of self, identity, and design representation.
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A Brief History of Tamsui

Located at the mouth of the Tamsui River in northern Taiwan, Tamsui has long been one of the
island’s most historically significant ports. Its name, meaning “freshwater,” reflects its location where
river and sea meet.

In the 17th century, Tamsui became a site of colonial competition. The Spanish established Fort San
Domingo in 1629, later replaced by the Dutch, who rebuilt it as a stronghold for trade and defense.
After their departure, the area came under Qing rule in the 18th century and developed into a bustling
harbor connecting northern Taiwan with mainland China and Southeast Asia.

In the 19th century, following the Treaty of Tianjin (1860), Tamsui opened as a treaty port and
flourished as a commercial and missionary center. Landmarks such as the British Consulate,
Mackay’s Church, and Oxford College remain as legacies of this period, reflecting a blend of
Western and local influences.

With the decline of river navigation in the early 20th century and the rise of Keelung as Taiwan’s
main port, Tamsui gradually transformed from a trading hub into a quiet town rich in culture and
history.

Today, its colonial buildings, old streets, and riverside views continue to embody centuries of

encounters between East and West, tradition and modernity.

Schedule
Workshop Period: March 4 (Wed) — March 9 (Mon), 2026
Official Hours: 09:30 — 18:30 (8 hours/day)
Date Activity
03/04 (Wed) Student arrival (before 12:00) — Welcome reception + Guided tour
03/05 (Thu) Workshop Day 1 @ SCID
03/06 (Fri) Workshop Day 2 @ SCID
03/07 (Sat) Workshop Day 3 @ SCID + Intermediate Presentation (Teachers arrive)
03/08 (Sun) Workshop Day 4 @ SCID (Teachers visit Tamsui)
03/09 (Mon) Workshop Day 5 @ New Taipei City Design Center + Final Presentation + Feedback Forum
03/10 (Tue) GDI Teachers” Forum @ SCID (morning) + Student departures
03/11 (Wed) Teachers depart




